2 I 2        REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD .V. HANCOCK.
behind a low stone wall and breastwork of rails hastily constructed on the slope towards the enemy. The rest of the brigade was behind the crest some sixty paces in rear, so posted as to enable them to fire over the heads of the two regiments in front. When the enemy's line had nearly reached the stone wall, the greater part of the advanced regiments abandoned their cover, but were rallied on the line in rear by General Webb and his officers. It was thought, at the time, that this movement was due to the fact that three regiments were isolated from the rest of their brigade, and were posted on the down-hill slope. Whatever the reason, the partial retreat emboldened the enemy to push their advantage, numbers of them crossing the breastworks, led by General ArmisteacL Cushing's battery, which was in advance of Webb's general line, seemed likely to fall into the hands of the enemy. The brave Gushing was instantly killed near his guns. A ball had entered his open mouth and lodged deep in the neck, leaving no trace of its entrance, nor any mark of wound except the discoloration of the back of his neck some time after death. It was about the time that Webb first received this attack that Gibbon was wounded.
General   Hancock  passing along at this time. Colonel   Devereux, commanding the Nineteenths numerous in Hays's front as on any other part of the, no one ever discovered it. I le had been several times wounded, and was prom- his shadow,
